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Virginians for a Healthy Future Calls On General Assembly to Pass Governor Kaine's 
Amendments to HB 2422, Making all Virginia Restaurants Smoke Free 

 
 
RICHMOND, VA (March 26, 2007) – The American Cancer Society, the American Heart Association, 
and the American Lung Association of Virginia applaud Governor Kaine for amending House Bill 
2422 to prohibit smoking in all Virginia restaurants and protect the right of Virginians to breathe 
smoke-free air. 
 
"Governor Kaine has taken a flawed piece of legislation and turned it into meaningful protection of 
public health," said Cathleen Smith Grzesiek, director of public advocacy for the American Heart 
Association and chair of Virginians for a Healthy Future.  "By taking this bold step, advancing 
amendments that would make all Virginia restaurants smoke free, the Governor has shown true 
leadership in protecting thousands of Virginia workers and the public from exposure to secondhand 
smoke." 
 
As introduced and as sent to the Governor, House Bill 2422 prohibits smoking in restaurants unless the 
proprietor posts a sign at public entrances stating "Smoking Permitted". Once a sign is posted, 
restaurateurs would no longer be required to offer separate smoking areas within their establishments.  
Virginians for a Healthy Future considered this approach a giant step backwards that would fail to 
protect Virginians from the serious health hazards of secondhand smoke. 
 
The amendments proposed by Governor Kaine today would prohibit smoking in all restaurants.  
Should the General Assembly accept the amendments, this would be a critical step toward making 
Virginia smoke free.  It has been seventeen years since any significant changes have been made to 
Virginia's Clean Indoor Air act. 
 
"We urge the members of the General Assembly to vote "yes" on these amendments on April 4th," said 
Grzesiek.  "Every Virginian who supports smoke-free air should call their Senator and Delegate today 
to urge them to vote yes for smoke free restaurants on April 4th." 
 
In a June 2006 report, the U.S. Surgeon General stated that "separating smokers from nonsmokers, 
cleaning the air, and ventilating buildings cannot eliminate exposures of nonsmokers to secondhand 
smoke."  That same report definitively concluded that the debate about the health hazards of 
secondhand smoke is over and there is no safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke.     



 
Science has shown us that restaurant workers are exposed to levels of secondhand smoke that are 
approximately 1.6 to 2.0 times higher than those to which office workers are exposed on the job, while 
bar employees’ exposure to secondhand smoke is four to six times higher than other food or beverage 
service workers.  Even more alarmingly, bartenders have rates of lung cancer higher than firefighters, 
miners, duct workers and dry cleaners. 
 
Secondhand smoke is responsible for the deaths of 38,000 Americans each year.  In June of 2006, the 
U.S. Surgeon General released a report on secondhand smoke exposure and declared it is “not a mere 
annoyance. It is a serious health hazard…” The Surgeon General found secondhand smoke is a proven 
cause of lung cancer, heart disease, serious respiratory illnesses such as bronchitis and asthma, low 
birth weight and sudden infant death syndrome.  The findings also definitively concluded there is no 
safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke. 
 

# # # 
 
Virginians for a Healthy Future is a coalition of community organizations and individuals working to prevent and reduce death 
and disease caused by tobacco use. Smoking is the leading cause of preventable death in Virginia. Learn more about the health 
effects of secondhand smoke and the benefits of cleaning up our air by visiting our website at: www.smokefreevanow.org 

 
 


